





In honor of the 200th anniversary of the 
Greek War for Independence, which will be 
celebrated globally in 2021, the St. Photios 
National Shrine is proud to announce the 
theme for its annual essay contest, 
commemorating the great connection shared 
between the nations of Greece and the 
United States. 

The quest for freedom is an underlying 
theme in the story of the first settlers who 
arrived in the New World and whose 
memory is honored at the St. Photios 
National Shrine.  

This same yearning for freedom is what 
inspired the people of Greece to raise the 
banner of independence against the Ottoman 
Empire for their right to be free after 400 
years of subjugation. 

This independence movement-- the yearning 
for freedom, inspired numerous Americans 
to support the Greek cause, both at home in 
the United States and in Greece, where some 
even lost their lives fighting alongside Greek 
rebels during the War for Independence.  

Known as the “American Philhellenes,” 
these individuals contributed greatly to 
Greece’s efforts and have left an indelible 
mark in the history of Greece-U.S. history 
and the relationship between the two nations. 

Essay contest prize: $1,000 

The St. Photios National Shrine  
2020 Essay Contest is made possible by  

the generosity of  
The Kathie D’Anna Charitable Trust.

Essay contest theme: Select one of the following "American Philhellenes" and write a historical 
essay about their unique contribution and significance to the Greek struggle for independence. 

Samuel Gridley Howe | Congressman Daniel Webster | Congressman Henry Clay 
George Jarvis | Capt. Jonathan Miller | William Townshend Washington 

Essay contest details: 

Participants must be ages 13-19 
Maximum word count: 1,000 

A single essay will be selected as the winner by a committee and will receive a $1,000 prize. All participants will 
receive a certificate. 

The committee will also select certain essays that will be used in the Shrine’s upcoming exhibition in 2021 that 
will feature the Greek Independence Bicentennial. Essays selected will also be shared in various national 
publications to further expand on the information about the important role these American philhellenes played in 
the Greek War for Independence. All essays become property of St. Photios Shrine and can be used for various 
publicity purposes, always with the byline of the author. 

Submit essays NO LATER THAN December 16, 2020 via email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Executive Director 
of St. Photios National Shrine at phillier@stphotios.com Winner will be announced January 4, 2021.
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