January 14, 2010
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

10 East 79th Street 

New York, New York 10075 

Your Eminence, 



I greet you with sincere filial love and respect in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we begin a New Year, I fervently pray that our Lord’s grace will spiritually uplift and inspire You on your journey through the coming year and always. 

Once again, Your Eminence, as we come to the end of one year and the beginning of another, I would like to present to You and our Holy Eparchial Synod the results of the life of the Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta in the year of our Lord 2009, in order for submission to His All-Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The year was productive in many ways in our Metropolis of Atlanta because, just as in our everyday personal lives, we have been abundantly blessed by Almighty God. As we strive to serve Him with joy and gladness, we were blessed to feel His Presence at many times and in many ways. 

It is truly a blessing to begin the New Year with the Blessing of the Waters, the Divine Liturgy, the procession and all the wonderful events that happen in Tarpon Springs. The following Saturday after Epiphany, in West Palm Beach, in 2009, we had a pan-Orthodox celebration of Epiphany with over 700 attending. It was truly a beautiful and spiritually uplifting occasion, organized and hosted by Father Andrew Maginas, and the Faithful of St. Catherine. Later in February, we have the opportunity to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Photios at our beloved St. Photios Shrine in St. Petersburg, with meetings and special events to promote this beautiful and historically significant monument of our Greek Orthodox Faith.
Also this year, the Metropolis of Atlanta had the honor of representing our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America at the meetings of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. As a member of the Holy Synod, almost every month I had the opportunity of sharing with others the things that are happening in the United States. Of course many things developed through the course of the year, as we prepare to get together in the Pan-Orthodox Holy Synod.

PATRIARCHAL VISIT

Naturally the most wonderful and spiritually uplifting event of the year was the visit of His All-Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew to our Metropolis of Atlanta. On October 20, 2009, His All Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch, the 270th successor to Apostle Andrew, arrived in New Orleans to convene the Eighth Religion, Science, and Environment Symposium, with the theme, “Restoring Balance: The Great Mississippi River.”  The symposium brought together an international representation of scholars, politicians, environmentalists, military officers, business executives, and religious leaders to New Orleans.  

His All-Holiness returned to New Orleans, accompanied by his entourage received a warm and loving welcome by the many faithful gathered at the airport.  On October 21st, the Patriarch was welcomed by Roman Catholic Archbishop of New Orleans Gregory Aymond, as the Symposium was opened.  Over the following days, the Ecumenical Patriarch maintained a busy schedule, besides presiding over the sessions of the Symposium.  

On Sunday, His All Holiness returned to Holy Trinity Cathedral, where he initially visited in 2006, and presided over the Divine Liturgy “Chorostasia,” celebrated by Rev. Archimandrite Kyrillos Sikis and Deacon Nephon, both from the Patriarchal entourage.  The moving and uplifting Liturgy was attended by hundreds of faithful and numerous honored civil and religious guests.  During the Liturgy, His All Holiness offered the sermon and blessed the young participants of the Youth Choir, who beautifully chanted the Communion Hymn.  

His All-Holiness also visited Atlanta, where over twelve hundred people, including dignitaries and distinguished guests, gathered to welcome His All-Holiness to the Cathedral of the Annunciation in Atlanta, Georgia, for a unique and spiritually uplifting “Ecumenical Gathering of Peace” on Thursday, October 29, 2009. His All-Holiness was joined by Your Eminence, the Most Reverend John Donoghue, Archbishop Emeritus of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta, Hierarchs of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and Priests from both the Metropolis of Atlanta and sister Orthodox Churches. The beautiful Cathedral sanctuary was filled to capacity, with people standing along the walls and overflowing into the narthex. Additionally nearly more people watched the service on a wide screen television in Carlos Hall. 
His All-Holiness offered a Doxology of Peace at the beginning of the Gathering. Mr. Nick Moraitakis, Metropolitan Council Vice President, served as Master of Ceremonies and offered welcoming remarks and introductions. Honoring His All-Holiness’ concern for the environment, Archbishop Donoghue read from St. Basil the Great’s Homily on Genesis, followed by Your Eminence’s reading from St. John Chrysostom’s Homily on Genesis. I had the honor to welcome His All-Holiness, Your Eminence, Archbishop Donoghue, the members of the Holy Eparchial Synod, dignitaries and honored guests, stating that “our hearts are filled with joy, so much so that we cannot express the happiness we feel at Your decision to be with us.” 
The Cathedral Choir, led by Mrs. Christina Polizos, and the Annunciation Cathedral Chanters, led by Mr. Nicodemus Economos, offered Byzantine hymns. The Holy Spirit Catholic Church Traditional Choir, with Dr. Albert Ahlstrom, Choirmaster, offered Ave Maria and a Litany of the Saints. The Greater Travelers f Rest Baptist Church Voices of Praise Choir led by Elder Kevin Bond offered two hymns in the tradition of African-American gospel music. 

After the Ecumenical Gathering of Peace concluded, a festive reception was offered by the Metropolis of Atlanta and the Annunciation Cathedral in honor of His All-Holiness for guests in the Kartos Ballroom of the Thalia M. Carlos Hellenic Center.

During His All-Holiness’ stay in Atlanta, he was the guest of Mr. Mukhtar Kent, CEO of Coca Cola, who welcomed the Patriarch to his home and to a gala dinner at the Coca Cola headquarters. At the dinner, Mr. Kent expressed his loved and respect for the Patriarch, referring to His All-Holiness’ unique position of authority as the Ecumenical Patriarch before the assembled dignitaries and other guests. 

2009 CLERGY-LAITY ASSEMBLY AND PHILOPTOCHOS CONFERENCE
Over 200 clergy, delegates and participants were graciously hosted by the Parish community of Holy Trinity in Clearwater, Florida, at the 2009 Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy-Laity Assembly and Philoptochos Conference June 11th through June 14th.  The four-day event opened with the Grand Banquet on Thursday evening with a welcome by Reverend Fr. James Rousakis, Proistamenos of the Church and Vicar of the Tampa Bay Conference, Dr. Theodore Vlahos, Chairman of the Assembly and Mrs. Evangeline Mekras-Scurtis, President of the Metropolis Philoptochos.  Special remarks were also delivered by George Cretekos, Councilman, City of Clearwater; Honorable Frank Hibbard, Mayor of Clearwater; Honorable Andreas Psycharis, Consul General-Consulate General of Greece in Tampa; and Sonja Stefanadis, representing the Honorable Gus Bilirakis, U.S. Congressman, 9th District Florida.

The theme of the Assembly, “The Day after Today: Our Youth,” was chosen to help all to understand not only the responsibilities but more importantly the opportunities enabling us to create ways to serve our Lord and our precious children, according to the Prophet Jeremiah:
“There is hope in your future, says the LORD, that your children will return to their own land.”

Jeremiah 31:17

Further, this continues the theme of Your Eminence’s address to the Clergy-Laity Congress last year in Washington, D.C.: “Gather my people to My home.” 

In addition to participating in the routine committee meetings on the business of the Metropolis, Clergy-Laity delegates had numerous opportunities to attend one of the six workshops offered:  Teaching our Youth, Reaching out to our Youth, Faith and Science, Stewardship for our Youth, “I Was in Prison and You Visited Me, and Parish Stewardship 101& 201. Through these workshops attendees were armed with information to support the work to be done in our parishes with resources offered by the Metropolis and by the Archdiocese. Fr. Mark Leondis and Fr. James Kordaris were among the presenters. 

The Philoptochos delegates were challenged in their meetings as they focused on their philanthropic mission into the greater communities serving those in need and to meet the needs of our parishioners.  Work sessions and presentations on such topics as motivation, leadership, and grant writing offered the ladies valuable and practical suggestions and tools to implement in their local chapters and to progress as a Greek Orthodox organization for the betterment of all. 

At the Philoptochos Luncheon held on June 12th, all delegates from Clergy-Laity and Philoptochos were captivated by the presentation by Dr. Dean Theophilopoulos; dedicated to his father, Fr. Tryfon Theophilopoulos; on the medical advances in neonatal care.  The beneficiary of this year’s luncheon was All Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida, for the creation of a private consultation room for families and their physicians. Special presentations were also made for those receiving their Fifty-year Pins.  The Ladies Philoptochos of St. Luke Greek Orthodox Church in Mooresville, NC received the Zoe Cavalaris Award for the greatest increase in membership.  

The Joint Parliamentary Session for all delegates of the Clergy-Laity Assembly and Philoptochos Conference accepted the reports of the working committees of the Assembly.  Mr. Jerry Dimitriou, Executive Director of Administration for the Archdiocese, presented a detailed report on the financial position of the Archdiocese. The 2010 and 2011 budgets for the Metropolis were approved. While Fr. George Tsahakis, Chancellor, distributed a written report highlighting the areas of responsibility of the office of the Chancellor, he stressed the importance of the combined work of all those within the Metropolis and at the Parish level to help create the harmony necessary to make the Metropolis effective and successful in implementing the vision shared by His Eminence.  George Matthews explained how the workings of the Metropolitan Council had been restructured into five working committees to address the issues identified in a 2007 strategic planning session.  Those committees are Outreach and Evangelism, Priest Continuing Education, Laity Education, Communications and PR, and Parish Council Education.  Information on the Diakonia Center was presented. Fr. Tatsis reported on the Education, Culture and Youth Diakonia Committee and introduced the new Youth Director for the Metropolis, Presbytera Mari Mars.  Fr. Chris Metropulos updated the assembly on the latest developments of Orthodox Christian Network. Dee Nicolaou asked the entire assembly if they are ready to respond to emergencies and natural disasters in our Metropolis, and identified training opportunities available to help parishes respond. Evangeline Mekras-Scurtis reported on the diversified list of programs supported by the Ladies Philoptochos and their goals for the future.

Elected and appointed to serve on the Metropolis Council for 2009 to 2011 are: Nick Moraitakis, Metropolis Council Vice Chairman; George Matthews, Metropolis Council Vice Chairman of Finance and Development and Council Treasurer; Larry Gess, Metropolis Council Vice Chairman of Administration;  Evelyn Klund, Metropolis Council Secretary; with members: Fr. Stavros Akrontirianakis, Tina Christy, Les George, Fr. John Johns, Fr. Paul Kaplanis, Andrew Karres, Dr. George Koulianos, Fr. Nick Louh, Chris Mandelaris, Dr. George  Mavros, V.R.Fr. Constantine Mersinas, Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, George Psetas, Fr. Anthony Salzman, Fr. Joseph Samaan, Harry Stathopoulos, Nick Stratas, Evvie White, Tommy Yearout, and Peter Zervakos.  Elected to the Archdiocesan Council are: Fr. James Rousakis, Gerry Clonaris, and Ted Vlahos. 

The four days culminated on Sunday with the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Oath of Office of the new Metropolis Council Members and Philoptochos Board followed by the Farewell Luncheon. The Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy-Laity Assembly and Philoptochos Conference was a great success due to the labor of love by the dedicated people of the Clearwater Holy Trinity Church.  Gratitude was expressed and gifts of appreciation were distributed to the Assembly and Conference chairpersons, committee members, lay leaders and staff of the church who unselfishly gave of their time, energy and talents to make this wonderful event possible. 

Metropolis of Atlanta Overview
His Eminence Metropolitan +Alexios

V. Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis, Chancellor
V. Rev. Archimandrite Grigorios Tatsis, Ierokyrix 

Metropolitan Council Vice President Nick Moraitakis
Metropolitan Philoptochos Vice President Mrs. Evangeline Scurtis

Metropolis Staff: 

Mrs. Cynthia Stanton, Executive Assistant

Mrs. Helen Burleigh, Development Office
Presbytera Mari Mars, Youth, Education and Hellenic Culture Coordinator

Ms. Joanne Mertzanis, Assistant to the Chancellor, Registry and Finance

Mrs. Karen Powers, Corresponding Secretary

64 Parishes, 8 Missions, 6 chapels, 5 Monasteries (3 convents, 2 men’s monasteries), Orthodox Christian Mission Center, St. Photios Shrine and Malbis Memorial Church.

The Metropolis of Atlanta is divided into 7 Conferences headed by Vicars, covering 8 states. 
Thanks be to God, our Metropolis of Atlanta continues to grow.

Communications Ministries supported by the Metropolis of Atlanta

Website http://www.atlanta.goarch.org
Diakonia Magazine, published several times/year

Metropolis Messenger, email newsletter published weekly with over 4000 subscribers.

Orthodox Christian Network: Come Receive the Light, national Orthodox radio program, The Ark and The Rudder, Orthodox internet radio, 24/7
We have also developed a new Metropolis of Atlanta website, www.atlmetropolis.org, with the assistance of Fr. Petros Andronache, Holy Trinity, Clearwater, FL.

Clergy

The year of our Lord 2009 has been especially blessed, since there has been no parish community that is not served by a priest. This is because we are blessed to have many retired priests, who come to the South from the North. I believe that all of our clergy are well-educated and most are personally motivated. However, for those moments which happen to everyone, we need help and encouragement. For this reason, besides the annual 4 day spiritual enrichment retreat during the Triodion, we have additional gatherings: one is the Clergy Syndesmos, one to spiritually uplift our clergy (led by Fr. Peter Chamberas) and continuing education retreats for a special group of clergy. This year we again held a special meeting of all our Metropolis clergy at our Diakonia Retreat Center in December, a wonderful opportunity to see one another again, collaborate, pray, worship and enjoy fellowship and benefit from the wisdom and experience of Fr. Alkviades Calivas and Deacon Pantaleimon. 

.
The Ierokyrix of the Metropolis of Atlanta, Fr. Grigorios Tatsis, who has been travelling around our Metropolis, visiting different communities and offering the Sacrament of Confession. Of course, during his visit of 1-3 days, he also celebrates the Divine Liturgy, gives homilies and inspirational talks, and meets with people in different organizations and programs in the various communities. I am very pleased to report that all our priests and the Faithful have been most enthusiastic and welcoming, so that a great number of the Faithful have been moved to seek the Sacrament of Confession. So it seems as if this new program has been well-received with wide participation.

With Your blessing and permission, these individuals were ordained as Deacons or Priests during 2009:

Ordinations in 2009

Fr. Thomas Guerry 
Priest

4-26-09

Dn. Barnabas Powell
Deacon

11-8-09

Fr. Aristides Arizi
Priest

11-13-09

I would be remiss if I did not remember the passing away of our beloved brothers in Christ, Rev. Fr. Dennis Canavos, Rev. Fr. Philemon Payiatis, and Rev. Fr. Arthur Kontinos. May their memories be eternal!
Education, Hellenic Culture & Youth Diakonias

Highlights of 2009 include the highly successful HDF-Hellenic Dance Festival held in Atlanta, GA, where we had the opportunity of welcoming the Roman Catholic Archbishop Wilton Gregory to our gala banquet.  Over 500 young people from our Holy Metropolis participated.  St. Stephen’s Summer Camp, held at our Diakonia Retreat Center, expanded to four weeklong sessions and was attended by over 350 teenagers, and the Winter Youth Rally in Atlanta, attended by over 600 youth & their Youth Leaders from all over the Metropolis. Our Metropolis Advent Retreats and Lenten Retreats continue to be popular with our young people. This year our Metropolis was privileged to host several College Weekend Retreats and Work Days at our Diakonia Retreat Center. Despite the cancellation by National OCF of “College Conference South,” the Atlanta Metropolis took the initiative to host the first “Holiday in the Mountains,” a retreat weekend for college students at the Diakonia Retreat Center.  It was a successful, edifying retreat that we hope to continue in the future.

The Metropolis of Atlanta Education, Hellenic Culture, and Youth Diakonia department, now under the leadership of Presbytera Marilisse I. Mars, the new Youth Coordinator, is constantly looking for and examining opportunities for improvement.  Our programs this year, as a result, featured new aspects that continue to move the young people involved in the direction of Christ.  In addition, Presbytera Mari and Fr. Grigorios Tatsis, our Metropolis Ierokyrix, began an ongoing project to determine the status of the youth ministries in the Metropolis of Atlanta (much the way the Archdiocese did with the Young Adult Ministries) and to examine the goals of those ministries and if they are being accomplished.  The results will guide us in improving existing youth programs as well as creating new youth programs.

WINTER YOUTH RALLY

The Winter Youth Rally is an annual event in December where hundreds of young people (GOYAN’S-grades 7th-12th) gather in Atlanta for athletic competitions, Bible Bowl, spiritual workshops, fun, fellowship and worship.  This year attendance was over 600 youth, youth workers, and volunteers.  This year a full security team functioned throughout the four day event in order to implement the policies and procedures of the Archdiocese’s Youth Protection Manual.  In addition, this year featured new retreat sessions led by two seminarians from Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, which were quite successful and will be repeated in the coming years.

HELLENIC DANCE FESTIVAL AND BYZANTINE WEEKEND

The 2009 Hellenic Dance Festival, under the leadership of Mr. Gerry Clonaris, and hosted by the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Atlanta, Georgia, was again a tremendous success, with attendees, including 500 dancers, a Choral Festival and workshops. From a dance festival, this event has evolved into a full Byzantine celebration of our faith and culture with both a dance and choral festival, where entire families come and participate in many programs related to our Orthodox spiritual life and Hellenic culture. 

ST. STEPHEN’S SUMMER CAMP

St. Stephen’s Summer Camp was, in 2009, as always, the highlight of our youth programs.  At St. Stephen’s, Metropolis of Atlanta youth participate in a organized and balanced schedule of activities which offers them a well rounded experience of Orthodox worship, learning, and fellowship.  Two major changes in the camp program this year were additions to the executive team of Fr. Matthew Carter as co-director of sessions three and four of camp (with Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis continuing to direct sessions one and two) and Presbytera Mari, along with the addition of a fourth successful session of camp.  All total, we had 352 campers over the four weeks, and over 60 volunteers, 18 priests, and 2 deacons. 

OCF

OCF is a great concern for us, and with the assistance of our Parish communities, we hope to be better organized in this important ministry as Rev. Fr. Anthony Salzman and Mr. Paul Lundberg continue their diligent work.  This year was successful with several “Work Daze” retreats at the Diakonia Center, as well as small growth in OCF ministries in the parish continue.  However, the National OCF difficulties made this a more challenging year.  When National OCF cancelled the “College Conference South,” scheduled for December at the Diakonia Retreat Center, Fr. Anthony coordinated the first Holiday in the Mountains to replace the cancelled event.  It was difficult to plan on such short notice (with National OCF having cancelled so soon before the event), but it was, by God’s grace, a beautiful and successful event which we hope to repeat.

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

This year the Metropolis of Atlanta 2009 Oratorical Festival took place at Holy Trinity Cathedral in New Orleans, Louisiana on April 3rd, 4th and 5th.   New Orleans is the site of the first parish of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and has great historical significance for us.  We are grateful to Fr. James Berends and JoAnne Lindholm, Festival Co-chairs, and Fr. Anthony Stratis and Sandy Bouzon, the New Orleans Chairperson for making this event a memorable one.

The Festival began Friday evening with registration and the Akathist Hymn service, presided over by His Eminence Metropolitan Theoklitos of Vresthena, and assisted by Fr. Grigorios Tatsis, Fr. James Berends, and Fr. Stratis, followed by a Lenten Dinner prepared by parishioners.  On Saturday morning breakfast was served in the hall, followed by speeches in the sanctuary.  We had a total of 25 participants representing our seven conferences. In the afternoon, participants visited the French Quarter, including a Tour of the Mardi Gras Exhibit, the Louisiana History museum and Jackson Square.  A Lenten dinner followed at the Market Place restaurant in the French Quarter. Top speakers Elias Selimos (Junior Division) and James W. Carras (Senior Division) both from St. Demetrios in Fort Lauderdale, FL represented the Metropolis of Atlanta at the National Festival held at St. Mary’s Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota in June. 

2ND HELLENIC DANCE ODYSSEY
In June, I accompanied a group of 30 teenagers, counselors and parents to Greece on our second Hellenic Dance Odyssey trip. We visited many historic and cultural places and churches and enjoyed the hospitality of the Metropolitan of Demetriados. All our young people returned home safely with wonderful memories and beautiful stories of their journey. 

PAN-ORTHODOX AND INTERFAITH EVENTS AND GATHERINGS

Almost every other month, we host a gathering of Orthodox clergy from the Atlanta and surrounding area, including a celebration of the Feast Day of St. John Chrysostom. In honor of the year dedicated to St. Paul, we have had two gatherings with the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta and Archbishop Wilton Gregory: one in May, after Pascha, at the Catholic Cathedral of Christ the King, and one in December to celebrate Advent at our Annunciation Cathedral. 

PAROCHIAL AND CHARTER SCHOOLS IN THE METROPOLIS OF ATLANTA
Parochial schools:

Annunciation Cathedral Pre-School and Kindergarten, Atlanta, GA

Greek Orthodox Christian School, Winston-Salem, NC

Holy Trinity Preschool, Charlotte, NC

St. Nicholas, Tampa Bay, Florida area

St. John Greek Orthodox Day School, Tampa, FL

Charter Schools:
Plato Academy, Charlotte, NC 

Archimedean Academy, Miami, FL

Athenian Academy, Clearwater, FL

Most of our Parishes also offer afternoon or language schools.
ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS OF THE METROPOLIS OF ATLANTA
PHILOPTOCHOS

Our 65 parish Philoptochos chapters have been very active and productive last year. The Metropolis chapters are also very supportive of national Philoptochos missions, as the largest contributor to St. Basil’s Academy, from Vasilopita donations. Several chapters have a Parish Nurse Program, prison ministries, and support programs for children, seniors, the homeless and autism. Two of our conferences have active Medical Ministry programs, assisting the critically ill and their families, helping with translation, accommodations, medications and transportation, among other needs. The Metropolis Philoptochos Clergy Education Fund contributes financially to tuition for seminarians and students attending Hellenic College/Holy Cross, who are legal residents of the Metropolis of Atlanta. This fund also makes it possible for us to sponsor educational and inspirational programs for our clergy. A website was recently created, to improve communication between chapters and the Metropolis Philoptochos Board. The second annual Metropolis Philoptochos Retreat at the Diakonia Retreat Center was a wonderful weekend of fellowship and spiritual renewal. As a part of their commitment to the diakonias of our Metropolis, Philoptochos has completed a $100,000 pledge for the Diakonia Retreat Center infirmary. 

The Twelfth National Philoptochos Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon, was held on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2009 at the Boca Raton Resort in Boca Raton, Fla. with over 500 people in attendance from throughout the United States. The event entitled “Let Us Rejoice and Embrace the Children,” was organized by the National Philoptochos and the Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos. The Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon raises funds for critically ill children. At the luncheon, National Philoptochos President Aphrodite Skeadas presented donations totaling $184,353 to:

Dr. John T. MacDonald Foundation, Inc., Coral Gables, Florida; Children’s Hospital, Medical University of South Carolina; Charleston, South Carolina; Carolinas Healthcare Foundation, Levine Children’s Hospital Carolina Medical Center, Charlotte, North Carolina; University of Alabama, Birmingham, Alabama; University of Florida Shand’s Children’s Hospital, Gainesville, Florida; Lee Memorial Health System Foundation, Children’s Hospital of South West Florida, Fort Myers, Florida; Visiting Nurse Health Systems, Inc., Visiting Nurse/Hospice of Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia; The Wilmer Ophthalmological Institute at the John’s Hopkins University and Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland.

The Luncheon program featured the heart-warming testimony from the guest speaker, Mr. Mike Emanuel, Fox News White House Correspondent, and parents whose children have been assisted at the area hospitals. Children brightened the program with special musical performances by the

Saint Mark’s Church Youth Choir of Boca Raton. Ms. Cynthia Demos, the Emmy Award winning CBS newscaster, served as Mistress of Ceremonies.

ARCHONS

Under the able leadership of Dr. Manuel Tissura as Regional Archon Commander, the Archons are well-organized, with regular meetings, special programs and speakers. They participated in the visit of the Patriarch to Atlanta and are constantly seeking to raise awareness of the plight of our Mother Church. 

DIAKONIA RETREAT CENTER

The Diakonia Retreat Center, under the direction of Executive Director Rev. Fr. George Savas, continued its mission to the Metropolis of Atlanta by providing for the Faithful a setting in which they may be refreshed in mind, body and spirit, growing spiritually and deepening their faith. Participation and programs include Parish Council training, Philoptochos, GOYA Lenten and Advent retreats, Hellenic Dance Group, Parish Work weekends, Archon Retreats, Clergy Education, Orthodox College Ministry retreats and work days, as well as individual families, from every state in our Metropolis. Of course, the annual Pascha Picnic has become a cherished tradition of our Metropolis family. The Divine Liturgy and other services are always part of the program. 

Through Internet advertising, we were able to welcome new outside groups, including Furman University and Catholic Churches from around the area. A full service Web page, http://www.diakoniacenter.org, describes and uses photos to attract groups and events, along with a Facebook page which also keeps in constant touch with the people who visit the Center.

The Center hosted 8 weeks of summer camps including 4 from our own Metropolis. We also hosted the Catholic and Antiochian Camps. We received the ACA American Camping Association accreditation.

The Center has begun to sponsor retreats and programs. When the OCF cancelled the College Conference, we presented our own College program called Holiday in the Mountains, with religious presentations, services, nature expeditions, wilderness survival skills, and more, such as how to make the Vasilopita which was cut on New Years day. College students from Florida, Georgia, North and South Carolina, as well as Hellenic College, attended.

There is a beautiful website of the Diakonia Center with much information and beautiful photographs at. 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE METROPOLIS OF ATLANTA
Now there are other programs and gatherings which were initiated in previous years which have become cherished traditions. One of these is the Archangel Michael Feast Day and Honors. Every year on the weekend closest to the Feast of the Archangels Michael and Gabriel (November 8), we gather not only to celebrate our Patron Saint but also to honor and recognize one adult and one youth member from each Metropolis Parish community at an Honors Banquet and an Archieratical Liturgy at the Annunciation Cathedral. Those chosen for the Archangel Michael Honors exemplify in their lives the fundamental nature of our Orthodox Christian journey to Theosis, representing the loving spirit and generous commitment of a Christ-centered life. Thus by extension, this special occasion celebrates and gives thanks for all our devout, faithful stewards in our Metropolis family, who unselfishly offer their time, talents, energy and resources to the glory of God and in His Holy Name. In 2009, this event continued to grow as a record number of honorees attended this wonderful celebration.

THYRANOIXIA and GROUND-BREAKING CELEBRATIONS
Extension of the Hellenic Center, Holy Trinity, Winston-Salem, NC
Renovation of the church and ground-breaking for the Hellenic Center, Transfiguration, Florence, SC

Ground-breaking new gym, St. George, Greenville, SC

EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS

More than 40,000 people took part in the 103nd Epiphany Celebration in Tarpon Springs, Florida, and we were once more honored as Your Eminence presided over the traditional blessing of the waters, and the Cross Dive, as young men participated in this wonderful celebration of our faith. The 9th Annual Cross dive hosted by St. Nicholas Church, Wilmington, NC, and Fr. Matthew Carter, was held at Wrightsville Beach, NC on the Feast Day of the Elevation of the Holy and Life-giving Cross in September. St. Catherine Church of West Palm Beach, Florida, hosted an Epiphany Day celebration attended by many of the clergy and Faithful from the south Florida area.
Other special events for our Metropolis were weekend Parish Development Workshops and Seminars, the Presidents’ meeting, and the implementation of regional Parish Election seminars. 

Your Eminence, I have shared with you a summary of the everyday life of our Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta, not out of pride but to give glory to God by our actions, and thank Him for all the wonderful opportunities given us by our Holy Church to work in His Vineyard, under Your wise and inspirational leadership. Truly we thank God for all His abundant blessings, for all these ministries would not be possible without the assistance and involvement of all the clergy, parish council presidents and members, the Philoptochos and all the Faithful. All these resources, talent and energy are assisted and enhanced by the staff and volunteers of our Metropolis: the Chancellor, V. Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis, our Ierokyrix, V. Rev. Fr. Grigorios Tatsis, Mrs. Cindy Stanton, Presbytera Mari Mars, Ms. Joanne Mertzanis, Mrs. Karen Powers, and Mrs. Helen Burleigh, the Conference Vicars, Rev. Fr. Demetri Kangelaris, Rev. Fr. Tom Pistolis, Rev. Fr. Paul Costopoulos, Rev. Fr. Michael Petrides, Rev. Fr. James Rousakis and Rev. Fr. Chris Metropulos, and the Metropolitan Council members and Vice-President Nick Moraitakis, Mr. George Matthews and Dr. Larry Gess, Parish Development Committee.
In closing, all of us, clergy and Faithful, ask for Your Eminence’s prayers as we look forward to the future, praying that the Lord will enable us to plant the seeds of His Good News in our minds and nurture it in our hearts, as we seek to bring it to fruition for the glory of God and in His Holy Name. Venerating Your holy right hand,
ALEXIOS

Metropolitan of Atlanta
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