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March 11, 2010
2010 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Clergy Laity Assembly








To our fellow Greek Orthodox Christians of the Atlanta metropolitan area:
We are excited to inform you that His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, have again expressed their love and respect to the Greek Orthodox Christians of the Atlanta metropolitan area.   Every two years, all of the parishes, clergy, laity and Philoptochos members of our Holy Archdiocese come together to review what we have accomplished, chart a new path for the next two years, learn new things about our faith and its practice and share unique fellowship.  

The 40th Biennial Clergy Laity Congress will take place July 4-8, 2010 at the Marriott Marquis in downtown Atlanta.  We look forward to working closely with our Atlanta area Greek Orthodox communities to plan an extraordinary event where we will share our unique Southern hospitality.
We have created a coordinating committee with representatives from all parishes with whom we have been communicating, and we were recently blessed with a visit from Archbishop Demetrios for our first planning session.  However, you can be assured that we will gratefully accept the voluntary assistance of any of our Atlanta area parishioners.
We will begin the celebration with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral on Sunday followed by a wonderful 4th of July Southern celebration at our Hellenic Center. Monday evening will feature a unique event at the Georgia Aquarium, the world’s largest aquarium, including private tours and a wonderful dinner celebration in the Oceans Ballroom with wall size windows looking into the whale shark and other large tanks.  The Grand Banquet will take place Wednesday night. Throughout the week, there will be an exhibition hall and informative seminars and meetings during the day where you will be able to see the incredible and hard work undertaken by the clergy, laity and Philoptochos of our great Archdiocese.  As a result, we hope that you will save the dates of July 4-8, 2010 on your calendar and keep your eyes open for more information about the many educational, cultural and spiritual opportunities being planed. Visit our web site for the latest information: http://www.clergylaity.org.
We will be looking for many volunteers to assist with hospitality and registration, facilitating certain special events, baking kouloria and paximadia, and helping out in many different ways in the spirit of stewardship.  Please let us know if you can volunteer.  We thank you in advance for your willingness to serve the many thousands of Greek Orthodox faithful from throughout the U.S. who will be gathering for this monumental event, and we look forward to working with all of you closely as we host the greatest Clergy Laity Congress ever with love and filotemo.  
In His service we remain,
Your Co-Chairmen: Bill Marianes and Nick Moraitakis
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